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Street and West A Street in 1990, and the first
computer for the city was purchased.

David Harris was involved in forming the
Joint Powers Authority with Solano Irrigation
District for Water Service, and was instrumen-
tal in developing the Joint Powers Authority
with the city of Vacaville, which has resulted in
over 1,000 acres being placed in permanent
open space. Known as the Vacaville-Dixon
Greenbelt, this agreement received statewide
recognition for its commitment to preserving
agricultural land.

Throughout his years of service to the city,
David Harris has seen the adoption of three
General Plans, the Central Dixon Redevelop-
ment Project, the Economic Development
Plan, the Dixon Downtown Revitalization Plan,
Certification of the Housing Element, Specific
Plans for various areas of the city, and major
infrastructure master plans.

In addition to his successful career as the
city manager, David Harris has been an active
member of the Dixon community and the en-
tire region. He has served as a board member
and past president of the Sutter Davis Hospital
for 9 years, has been a member of Rotary for
19 years, and has been active in the Boy
Scouts of America. He has raised five chil-
dren, all of whom have attended local schools.

During his 19 years of service to Dixon,
David Harris has been an outstanding city
manager, leading the city to achieve countless
goals, and implement plans which will benefit
future generations of Dixon citizenry. His pres-
ence in city hall, and his role as city manager
will be truly missed by many members of the
Dixon community and surrounding areas.
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WEI JINGSHENG: A PRISONER OF
CONSCIENCE

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL
OF NEW YORK
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Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
share with you and my colleagues, my support
for the release of Wei Jingsheng, one of the
world’s most important political prisoners and
certainly the strongest voice of China’s de-
mocracy movement.

Today, Wei Jingsheng continues to serve a
14-year prison sentence because he chose to
stand up against tyranny and advocate de-
mocracy for China. He chose to be on the
side of human rights. He chose to act on his
beliefs for the betterment of his people and for
that, he has been made to suffer.

I am sure you are familiar with the history
behind Wei Jingsheng’s imprisonment.

Wei was first imprisoned from 1979 to 1993
on charges of counterrevolutionary propa-
ganda and incitement. He was accused of
passing a military secret he had seen in the
Chinese news media, to a foreign journalist.
He was arrested in conjunction with his partici-
pation in the 1979 democracy wall movement,
during which he argued that the government’s
modernization plans were impossible without
democratic reform. He was sentenced to 15
years in prison.

In 1993, he was released from prison and
continued speaking out for democracy and
human rights, advocating an open and peace-
ful campaign for change. However, in April
1994, Wei was detained again and held in in-

communicado detention for 20 months. This
would soon be followed by a formal arrest,
charges, and after given a 1-day trial, convic-
tion, and sentencing. We cannot allow this in-
justice to continue.

Wei Jingsheng is the 1994 Robert F. Ken-
nedy Human Rights Award laureate as well as
the recipient of last year’s Sakharov Prize for
Freedom of Thought which was bestowed
upon him by the European Parliament. He re-
ceived the 1993 Gleitsman Foundation Inter-
national Activist Award, and since 1995, has
been nominated every year for the Nobel
Peace Prize.

This week marked the publication of his
book, ‘‘The Courage to Stand Alone: Letters
from Prison and Other Writings,’’ the first
book-length collection of Mr. Wei’s letters and
other writings. How fitting it would be to do the
right thing, to do the human thing, and set this
man free.

Therefore, I urge my colleagues here in the
Congress to do all within its power to grant
Wei Jingsheng’s release. He should be a pris-
oner of conscience no more.
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Mrs. KENNELLY of Connecticut. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to introduce legislation to pro-
mote greater safety in commercial aviation.
The Airline Passenger Safety Act would re-
quire commercial flights to carry adequate
medical supplies and equipment to deal with
in-flight medical emergencies.

As a frequent traveler of our commercial air-
lines, I know how important safe air travel is.
Yet every year, passengers on U.S. airlines
die in the air because the medicine or equip-
ment that could have saved their lives were
not on board the plane. Today, we have the
technology to deal with in-flight medical emer-
gencies, such as sudden cardiac arrest. But
we do not have a requirement that planes
carry this life-saving equipment. In fact, we do
not even require airlines to keep records of in-
flight medical emergencies.

Technology to deal with sudden cardiac ar-
rest has come a long way. Today’s automatic
external defibrillators [AED’s] are smaller,
lighter and more durable and with appropriate
training, can be used by anyone. This past
fall, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration
approved the use of these devices for com-
mercial aircraft. To increase passenger safety,
we need AED’s aboard our commercial air-
lines.

I am introducing this legislation which would
improve the chances of survival for pas-
sengers in the case of an in-flight medical
emergency, like a sudden cardiac arrest. My
bill would require air carriers to establish steps
to be taken in the event of an emergency. It
would also require airplanes to carry an auto-
matic external defibrillator and require each
member of the flight crew to be trained in CPR
and in the use of an AED. Since there is no
method of recording in-flight emergencies, my
legislation would also mandate that air carriers
describe what happened and what actions
were taken to assist the passenger in the

event of an in-flight medical emergency and
report the incident to the Secretary of Trans-
portation so the public can be fully aware of
the number of in-flight medical emergencies
that occur each day. I have also included a
‘‘Good Samaritan’’ provision which exempts
from liability both the airlines and passengers
who step forward to offer assistance during an
in-flight medical emergency.

I think it is time that our airlines provide the
safest possible travel for all passengers. As a
frequent flyer, I think we all deserve to travel
on a plane that is stocked with medical sup-
plies and equipment and to travel with a flight
crew that is prepared to handle medical emer-
gencies, and I urge my colleagues to support
this bill.
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Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to
pay tribute to a high school basketball team in
my hometown of Peoria, IL. The Peoria Man-
ual Rams won their fourth consecutive Illinois
State title, with a final record of 31–1. Con-
sequently, they were recently named the high
school boys’ basketball national champions by
USA Today. In the 90-year history of Illinois
high school basketball, no team had ever won
four consecutive State championships.

In addition, Manual captain Sergio McClain,
a team leader all 4 years, became only the
second Peoria area player to win the coveted
title of Illinois’ Mr. Basketball. This award rec-
ognizes not only his athletic skills, but also the
inspiration and leadership he provided his
team throughout the year.

The team is led by head coach Wayne
McClain, and All-American center Marcus Grif-
fin, All-State guard Frank Williams, and Mr.
Basketball Sergio McClain. The other title win-
ners on the team are: Greg Andrews, Marlon
Brooks, Creston Coleman, Drake Ford, Jerron
Hobson, Robert Johnson, Jerral Page,
Alphonso Pollard, and Alex Stephens.

The city of Peoria is very proud of the Man-
ual Rams, only the second Illinois team to win
the national title. Coach McClain and the
Rams have proven that teamwork, dedication,
and sportsmanship are still an important part
of high school athletics. Perhaps we can all
learn from their example.
f

AWARD WINNING STUDENTS OF
WOODBRIDGE HIGH SCHOOL
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Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Speaker, on April 26–29,
1997, outstanding people from 50 schools
throughout the Nation came to our Nation’s
Capital to compete in the national finals of the
We the People . . . The Citizen and the Con-
stitution program. I am proud to announce that
the class from Woodbridge High School in
Bridgeville represented Delaware. These
young scholars worked diligently to reach the
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